Olive Ridley Sea Turtles
The olive ridley sea turtle is one of the most common sea turtles in the world, but it is still considered vulnerable because of human activity and environmental changes. It gets its name from its olive-green colored shell.
Here’s clear, student-friendly information you can use.
Basic facts
Scientific name: Lepidochelys olivacea
Length: about 2–2.5 feet (60–75 cm)
Weight: about 75–100 pounds (34–45 kg)
Lifespan: about 50 years
Habitat: warm tropical oceans around the world
Where they live
Olive ridley sea turtles live mostly in:
the Pacific Ocean
the Indian Ocean
parts of the Atlantic Ocean
They spend most of their lives swimming in the ocean, coming to beaches only to lay eggs.

What they eat
Olive ridley turtles are omnivores, meaning they eat both plants and animals.
They eat:
jellyfish
crabs
shrimp
snails
algae
A very special behavior — “Arribada”

Olive ridley sea turtles are famous for arribada, which means “arrival” in Spanish.
During an arribada, thousands of female turtles come to the same beach at the same time to lay eggs. This is one of the largest animal gatherings in nature.

Each female can lay around 100 eggs in the sand.

Baby turtles

After about 6–7 weeks, baby turtles (called hatchlings) come out of the sand and crawl toward the ocean. Many animals eat hatchlings, so only a small number survive to adulthood.

Why they are important
Olive ridley sea turtles help keep the ocean ecosystem balanced. For example:
They help control jellyfish populations
They help keep marine habitats healthy
Threats
Olive ridley turtles face dangers from:

fishing nets
plastic pollution
loss of nesting beaches
climate change

People in many countries are working to protect sea turtles and their nesting areas.
The name “olive ridley sea turtle” comes from two things:

1. “Olive” — This refers to the turtle’s olive-green colored shell (carapace). The shell often looks like the color of green olives.

2. “Ridley” — Scientists are not completely sure where this part of the name came from. One idea is that it may come from an old English word meaning a small turtle, or from the name used by early naturalists who studied these turtles.
